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12th. The prince of Orange came to receive them, attended by
many persons of rank, and conducted them to the Hague with
every demonstration of respect. After a little while their royal
highnesses removed to Brussels, where they resided in the same
house Charles II. had occupied before his restoration.

" You cannot imagine," writes the young duchess to lady
Bellasyse, April 7, <k the pleasure I have to hear any news from
dear England, let 'em be of what kind they will: them which you
sent me were very pleasant ones, and made me laugh, which few
things do at this time, being as sad and melancholy as it is pos-
sible to be, and I think I have a great deal of reason to be so."

Their separation from their children was so painful to the duke
and duchess of York, that, on the 8th of August, James wrote an
urgent letter to the king, his brother, entreating him to permit
them to join him and the duchess at Brussels. Charles consented,
and the two princesses, Anne and little Isabella, commenced their
journey together on the 19th of the same month.

Before the reunited family had been together many days, the
earl of Sunderland sent an express to James, to apprize "him of
the alarming illness of the king, who had commanded him to
request his royal highness to hasten to him in as private a manner
as he could, bringing no more persons than were absolutely neces-
sary, and therefore advised him to leave his duchess behind. Even
if this caution had not been given, Mary Beatrice could not with
any propriety have left the two princesses alone in a foreign
country. James acquainted no one but her with his journey;
which, without railroad facilities of locomotion, was performed
at railroad speed; for he reached Windsor at seven o'clock
on the morning, of September 12, having left Brussels only
on the 8th. The king was so much recovered that he was up,
and shaving, when the royal exile entered, unannounced, and
was the first to apprize him of his arrival The suddenness of the
duke's appearance surprised Charles at first; but he was very glad
to see him, and welcomed him affectionately.

James left London September the 25th, and rejoined his anxious
consort at Brussels October 1. The duke of Yilla Hermosa, in
whose territories they had taken refuge, had paid Mary Beatrice
and the princess Anne courteous attention in the absence of his
royal highness, and given a grand ball out of compliment to them,
which they, with the duchess of Modena, honoured with their
presence. The friendly relations that subsisted between the
duchess of JYork and her stepdaughters had not been inter-
rupted by anything like envy, jealousy, or disputes on their
respective modes of faith. TJ*e leaven of party had not tihen.